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Dear Members, 

We are enjoying a lovely spring with warm sunny days. It makes me want to 

get out and experience our lovely county while the sun shines. Below you will 

see some opportunities to do just that. You will find full details on the website 

www.maa.wales/forthcoming-events/   

 

A small team has been working at Dixton, making a survey of the graveyard at 

St. Peter’s church. This is an idyllic place on the banks of the River Wye near 

Monmouth. If you fancy a breath of fresh air and a quiet relaxing space there is 

always room for more volunteers. No experience necessary. All training will be 

given. If you would like more details, please contact secretary@maa.wales 

 

Pontypool Park American Gardens, Shell Grotto and Supper 

28 May at 4:30 pm - 10:00 pm 

Join us for a late afternoon walk in Pontypool Park, with an exclusive visit to the 

shell grotto. Enjoy panoramic views across the county followed by a guided 

tour of the newly restored water features of the American Garden, courtesy of 

Mr Jack Hanbury-Tenison.  

Meet at the Horse and Jockey Public House at 4.30. There will be pooled 

transport to the start of the walk. After visiting the grotto, it may be possible to 

walk along the ridge to the folly if time and weather allow. Then a visit to the 

American Garden on the way back to the pub for supper around 7.00 pm. 

Limited spaces available due to transport limitations, therefore booking is 

essential. Email secretary@maa.wales to book. 
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Annual General Meeting        

The 2025 AGM will be held at 2.00 pm on Saturday 7th June, at Charles 

Williams Church in Wales Primary School, Caerleon.                               

The speaker will be Dr Mark Lewis, who will be telling us about the work he has 

been doing with pupils in the school grounds. 

Members, non members and the school community are welcome to attend. 

Meeting papers will be circulated to members 4 weeks before the meeting, and 

will be available in the members area of the website. 

 

Looking forward to autumn there is a day trip to Berkeley Castle, across the 

Severn in Gloucestershire on 15th October. 

Coach transport with pick up points in Pontypool, Abergavenny, Newport and 

Chepstow, and a guided tour of the castle is included in the ticket cost. 

There is a ticket only option for those wishing to make their own travel 

arrangements. 

NB Berkeley Castle is a medieval building and access to some of the interiors is 

difficult for those with limited mobility and for wheelchair users. Please 

consider this before booking. A reduced tour route is offered for those who 

cannot access the stairs.  

Tickets £28.00 per person with coach travel. £15.00 per person with own travel 

arrangements. 

Visit to Berkeley Castle – Monmouthshire Antiquarian Association 

 

Photo competition – there were several excellent entries for the landscapes 

photo competition. Prizes will be presented to the winners at the AGM.  

The theme of the next photo competition is “What is special about 

Monmouthshire?” This is your opportunity to capture any aspect of the county 

in a picture and add a suitable caption explaining what you consider to be 

special about this glorious county. Entries will be due in January 2026, so there 

is plenty of time to dust your camera off and get snapping.  
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Out and about – later in the year MAA is once again collaborating with 

Cambrian Archaeological Association and Buckholt Bryngaer CIC to bring a walk 

to visit the hillfort and find out first-hand about the 2025 seasons work.  

MAA member Frank Olding is also hosting a CAA walk looking at the industrial 

uplands of Blaenau Gwent. This takes place on 15th June. Full details can be 

found on the CAA website Walks and Talks Part One 2025 : May to August – 

Cambrian Archaeological Association 

There will be  a follow up newsletter before the AGM, and this will include 

details of events from other organisations across the region.  

I am off to cut the grass and make hay while the sun shines.  

Happy Easter everybody. Enjoy those eggs. 

 

 

  

 

Your secretary,  

Jan 

 

Janet.bailey3@btinternet.com mobile 07766010090 

14A Tutnalls Street, Lydney, Glos GL15 5PF 
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